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19 Wt HEN I publiſird my Re- 
eie marks upon the Sermon 
J which you have undertaken 
? to defend, I had no Point 


whatſoever in my View, no other Mo- 
tive for what I did, than a ſerious Con- 


cern for my own Liberty and that of 
my Country, join'd to a warm Indig- 
nation againſt thoſe, who either di- 


rectly or izdiretly, by open Principles 


of Slavery, or by arifal and diſguis'd 
ones, make any Attempts againſt it. 


But as it has never been my Study, ſo 


there is nothing I am naturally more 


unfit for than a Contention about the 


literal Senſe of Words, or a Wrangle 
upon 
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| ab the Order and Collar? m 
particular Paſſage, not being skiltd 
the little evaſive Tricks of Dealers in 
Controverſy, nor able to ſhuffle away 
the Meaning of what appears obvious 
25 * to every Body's Underſtand- 
: Such Arts I leave to thoſe w. 
" them, and who value themſelves 
upon the low Pride of having « 45d 
them (as they think) with ſome Succeſs : 
But in the preſent Diſpute between you 
and me, I appeal to the Senſe of every 
honeſt and impartial Man, to ſuch even 
of the — as will dare to oven their 
Sentiments upon it, Whether they did 
not at firſt, and do not ſtill conſider the 
Faſſages 1 cenfur'd in the Biſhop's Ser- 
mon, in almoſt” the fame Light as I 
have done, notwithſtanding the Charge 
\ you bring againſt me of groß Mifre- 
eſentation.” In my Letter to his Lord- 
ſhip,” I took notice of the skilful Man- 
ner in which he endea vours to diſguiſe 
the Doctrines which he foreſa might 
give Offence ; and it was not to be ex- 
pected that 4 Man of his Abilities 
ſhould be weak enough, not to ſave 


ſome 


159-183 
ſome Appearances, or that one ſo well 
acquainted with the Temper of che 


Age in which he lives, ſhou'd think 


that many Caution were not neceſſary, 
to make it ſ e for him to advance 


ſuch Notions, as he has in that Diſ- 
courſe: And I will be bold to ſay that 
had he ſpoke a little: plainer, he wou'd 
not have been anſwered by a * 
Perſan, but by the whole. Legiſlature. And 
do you now Sir, come and tell us of 

two or three Paſſages thrown in here 
and there * at proper Places, which 
ſpeak well of Liberty and our Conſtitu- 
tion, as if they were unanſwerable Ar- 
guments of the Innocency and good 
Deſign of all the reſt? Are you childiſh 
Enough to hope we {hall accept of theſe, 
as a ſufficient Satisfaction for the many 
ſlaviſh and pernicious Tenets the whole 
Sermon is ſo full of, which if they 
had been leſt to ſtand alone, 'wou'd have 
turned the Danger from the Nation to 
the Author? No, Sir, Poiſon is not the 
leſs malignant for being mixt up with 
Wholſome Food; but on the contrar 7 


* V. the Defence, p. 12. 


that 


— Method of conveying it. 
As you have mentioned the 1 
tings of ſome Authors on the Side of 
; Infidelity, give me leave to ask you one 
Queſtion, whether yon and all Friends'to 
Chrifſtianiry, ha ve not been grievouſly 
offended ar a Method muc in uſe among 
thoſe Gentlemen; that after they have 
been arguing with all their Strength a- 
gainſt Religion, they think" to get off 
dy a few Sentences, im whith they de- 
chre themſelves good Chriſtians, and 


ir 81 
t is always the möſt elo: and 


With a ſenſeleſs] Pro- 


compliment you 


feſſion of — hogs have done their 
utmoſt to deſtroy? 18 not there 2 
ſhameful Want of Candour in their 


Procceding? And wol d not you laugh 
at any bod body that ſhou'd* bring thoſe 


Colourings as Proofs of their Sincerity 
in the Faith? This, Sir, is very much 


the Caſe between you and me. Tam 
unwilling to ſay more to you upon 
that Head, but ſhall juſt examine ſome 


of the Molt material Facts, inf which 
you accuſe me of En * 


. the Defence, p. 23. eaten 
Biſhop's 


Ta 9 1 
Biſhop's Meaning, though for the moſt 


part, in your manner of explaining it, 
it appears to me very little diſſerent as 
to the Merits of the Cauſe, from what 
it did before. Lou tell us, * that had 
his Lordſhip been aware of my firſt: 
Objection, . he wonu'd have thrown in 
a fem Works to have prevented it: 

That indeed 1 don't think at all im- 
probable, for ſuch Salvo's he is not a 
little fond of; but as the Sermon now 
ſtands, I do think the Parallel be- 
tween the Doctrine he lays down, and 
the Bill which was fo warmly + promo- 
ted by the Biſhops in Charles I's Time, 
is very juſt and fair. However, if he 
is aſhamed of 'owning it, I accept his 
Recantation with great Thankfulnels ; 
and declare to all whom it may con- 
cern, that a Right Reverend Perſon of 
the preſent Age, diſclaims the Politicks 


of the whole Bench of Right Reverends 
in thole Days. 
But the Fallacy of your Argument 
conſiſts in denying that the Abſurdities 
* V. the Defence, P. 7. 
V. the Letter, P. 9. 
B 


[ xo |] 
Li bave charged upon the Biſhop's Doc-- 
trine are expreſly faid by him: I grant 
it you; but they are naturally dedu- 
cible from what he lias ſaid, and that 
is all that it was my. Buſineſs to 
make out. Thus it is no where ex- 
preſs'd in the Bill 1 ſpoke of in my Let - 
ter, that it ſhou'd be unlawful to attempt 
any Reformation; either in Church or 
State, but that, and many other ſuch 
vile Poſitions are really contain'd in it, 
and may be fairly argued from it: No- 
thing was pretended * there but a good 
Deſign to ſecure the Nation againſt 
« Fickle, Factious and Ungquiet Spirits, nor 
is any Tliing elſe pretended here; but they 
are but aukward Stateſmen . ſuch 
you tell us Chur chmen never are) who 
cannot give a ſpecious Outſide to the 
greateſt Miſchiefs. Let us now ſee 


what you have to ſay in Vindication 
of the monſtrous Doctrine of + © Ac- 
Yuieſrence under any Form of Government, 
which I complained of in the Sermon, 


Why, you tell us it is at the End of 
* See the Title of the Bill as gnome! in the Letter, 
P. 10. 

7 V. the Sermon, P. 9. 
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2 Paragraph concerning the various 
Formsgof Government, * with a good 
deal more ſuch Reaſoning about it, 
that proves nothing at all: But tlie 
Words themſelves are as expreſs as 
Words can be; nay more, the Senſe 
of them is as ſtrongly aſſerted id the, 
Defence as it was in the Sermon: 
Your only inform us by way of Ex- 
planation that they ſuppoſe a “ re- 
ceived, ſettled, and eſtabliſb' s Form. 
Now; why Oppreſſion ought to be ſup- 
ported becauſe it is received, ſettled, 
and eſtabliſh'd, I don't conceive: If 
they who have the Misfortune to 
live under it, want Power and Strength 
to throw it off, they muſt be patient 
till a better Opportunity; but when 
that comes, they have undoubtedly 
a Right to free themſelves, and it is 
their Duty as Members of the Society, 
to hazard Life and Fortune in the 
Attempt. Vou ask me if there are 
no wiſe and good Men in the King- 
dom of France, and it they don't ac- 


quieſce under the n? of thelt 
N 


' * 'V. the Defence, Pages 8, 9, and 10. 
B 2 preſeny 


121 | 
for a terrible Reaſon, becauſe they 
n't help themfelves, and not as you 
ſuppoſe, out of Conſcience, or an Un. 

certainty which Form is bet; but if they 
were able to contend for Freedom, they 
woud not want either ! Law of. Goſpeb 
for it, ſince the Law of Nature; which 
is ſuperior to all others, will juſtify 
them in fo doing, and ' Chriſtianity 
leaves all Men as it found them, - in 
reſpect to their Civil Rights. But it 
has always been the Practice of Po. 
piſb Prieſts (God forbid it ſhowd be 
ſo of Proteſtants too) to perſuade the 
People under their Direct ion, that re- 
fitting an eſtabliſbd Tyranny; is re. 
ſiſting the Ordinances of God; by which 
they bring great Diſhonour upon the 
Goſpel; and tis for this that Men of 
Senſe in moſt Countries are terribly 
afraid of the Clergy, and keep them 
at as great a diſtance from the Govern- 
ment as - poſſibly they can, You are 
very. ſmart upon me, when. you tell me 
that if I liv'd in France, I ſbould be 
as quiet a Frenchman as the beſt of them, 
though 
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though 1 Hafter fo muelr here, where 1 
brow beforehand that I may do it with 
Serzrity,? Why indeed Sir, Tthink my. 
felf very happy, conſidering the Timo. 
touſneſs of my Nature, that 1 live in 
2 Countty where I can Hufter ſafely, 
and 1 ant glad to bluſter while I may, 
for if your Project of reftfaining the 
Preſs ſhou'd be put in Execution, it 

may be as dangerous for me to do it 
here, as it wou'd be under the very 
Walls of the Baffille. It is poſſible 
when thit Time comes, that I may be 
one of * your wiſe Men, who fit ſtill, 
and * mweddle not with thoſe who are given 
to change; but in the mean while T 
will make uſe of my native Freedom, 
and endeavour to prolong the Date of 
it to the utmoſt of my Power. I can't 
help obſerving to you before I quit 
this Argument, that one great Reaſon 
why many Countries which might 
otherwiſe ſhake off the Yoke, remain 
{till in Slavery, is, that there are cer- 
tain wiſe Men among them, whoſe Wiſ⸗ 
dom conſiſts in enjoying quietly a great 
Revenue, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 


and 


L 144 
and not troubling their Heads with the 
Intereſts of other Mortals, who are 
neither dignified nor diftinggiſhed.. Such 
as theſe will never deſire à Change, let 
the Government be what it will, but 
conform ſtrictly to the Precepts of A- 
quieſcence, delivered in the Sermon be. 
fore us. — You put a Queſtion to me, 
whether if I had liv'd in the Days of 
Queen E! izabeth, I wou'd have attempt- 
ed to reduce the Prerogatives then en- 
joyed by the Crown, to the Bounds 
they are in at preſent. Allow me to 
ask you another Queſtion, Whether you 
wou d be for bringing them back now 
to what they were in that Reign? 
What ſay you Sir, are you for erecting 
the Star- Chamber, and High Commil- 
ſion- Court anew.? I don't, believe they 
.wou'd be made a worſe Uſe of by his 
preſent Majeſty than, they were by 
that excellent Queen; but as other 
Princes have turn d them into Engines 
of Tyrannick Power, I am heartily 
glad we have got rid of them to pre- 
vent the ſame Abuſes for the future. 


V. the Defence, P. 11. 


[15 ] 

A little after this, you tell me * upon 
ſome Quotations you have made from 
the Sermon, that if © the Biſhop's Words 
tan agree with Deſpotick Power, then Deſ- 
&« potick Power and not Deſpotick Power are 
« the ſame thing. No vir, all that you can 
prove from this, is, that the Biſhop's 
Words diſagree, and contradict each 
other ; which is not any Matter of great 
Wonder to thoſe who are converſant 
with his Writings. __ 

1 am ſtill of the ſame Opinion I 
held before , that his Lordſhip has not 
ſufficiently , diſtinguiſhed, ' between the 
Men who begun the Reſiſtance againſt 
King Cbarles the Firſt, and thoſe whoover- 
turn'd. the Conſtitution : All are brand- 
ed with a Spirit of Rebellion; all ac- 
cus'd of Faction and Diſloyalty, and no 
other difference made than that of 
greater or leſſer Guilt ; though if Pub- 
lick Spirit be a Virtue, the Conduct of 
the f:rſ# was as virtuous, as that of the 
laſt was wicked. | 
For the Character of King Charles's 
Judges, I refer you to two Speeches || 


V. the Defence, P. 12. 


7 V. the Letter, P 17. and 
„P. 17. and the Deſt 
| V. Ryberorth's Collections. ___ "5 


[16 

of Lord Falkland, who cannot be fu: 
pected of Malice or Partiality againſt 
them ; though methinks the very Name 
of Lord-Keeper Finch would be ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer you. | 

The Paſſage you ſay I repreſent- 
ed falſely*, as carrying with it an In- 
ſinuation that the Body of the People 
are not proper Judges whether they 
are oppreſs'd or not; in the manner it 
is there applied, muſt, if it means any 
Thing, mean what I ſay it does; for 
King Charles was far from having the 
whole Nobility and Gentry on his ſide; 
he cou'd pretend to little more than a 
Majority, eſpecially at the beginning of 
the Troubles: The Purport of the 
Biſhop's Argument muſt therefore be, 
that the People ought always to be ſa- 
tisfied when a Majority of the Nobility 
and Gentry, is willing to be ſo; and 
this I do ſtill think is inconſiſtent with 
Rational Principles of Government. Tis 
Idle to tell us that the People may be 
6 p oiſon d and Inflanid by Demagogues and 


* V. the Sermon, P. the 14th, and the Defence, 
P. the 15th, 


pretended 


11 
pretindediePinriors: A Nation is not 
to he rale or ſcribbled. into a Civil 
War: Opptefſion muſt be felt, and deep- 
ly too, before Men will give up the 
Advantages of Security and Peace, to a 
hazardous Defire of Change: And I be- 
lieve you willi find ĩt difficult to produce 
one Inſtance in Hiſtory of this Nation's: 


their Liberties, when they were not 
really in great Danger I ſpeak not of 
Tumults and Popular Riots, Which 
ſometimes happen without any Cauſe 
at all, but of general and national In- 
ſi arreQions. - The wicked and unrea- 
ſonable Rebellion in the late King's 
Reign was not founded upon any pre- 
tence of Grievances, but meerly upon 
wrong Notions of Government, and 
they Who engaged in it did not act 
with any View of maintaining Free- 
dom, but to eſtabliſh Arbitrary Power. 
God be thank' d, the Principles of thoſe 
Men are quite exploded amongſt us, 
and if there are Libels of another Na- 
ture, which have a Tendency to. raiſe 
Diſſatisfactions in the Minds of the 


6 People 
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People, his Lordſhip well knows that 
they may be anſwered with as much 
Bitterneſs and Virulency as they are 
Writ. Abe Wee YG Org 
I am much obliged to you, Sir, for one 
Conceſſion that you make me in the Courſe 
of this Argument, which I hardly ex- 
peed from you; via. That by the 
Church the Laity is to be underſtood 
as well as the Clergy : But though 1 
agree with you that the Members of the 
eftabliſyd Church, as making. the Majo - 
rity of the Nation, are the chief Support 
of the Crown, yet I deny that they are 
ſo as being Members of the ..eftabliſhd. 
Church. In this conſiſts the Fallacy: 
For if the Diſſenters were more in Num- 
ber then the Churth of England Men, I 
ſee no teaſon from the Opinions they 
profeſs, why they ſhou'd not be ſuppos'd 
to ſupport rhe Crown, in proportion to 
their Strength, better than the others, 
who- wou'd then be the Minority. Iam 
ſure if we may judge from our Expe- 
rience ever ſince the Revolution, the 
Probability is greater on their Side than 


v. the Defence, P. 25. and Sermon, P. 13. 


it 


Tas] 


it is on bur. As to Republicans and 


Inſidels, I don't know, Who they age 


whom you compliment with thoſe 
Denomiaations*, but I can well conceive 
that a Republican may, be a very good 
Chriſtian, and ſure it is not impoſſible 
that an Unbeliever may be a aui 
Subject to the Government. 1 

1 muſt. beg your Pardon, if not; 
withſtanding your Apology +, I {till ſee 
great Wickedneſs in the Aſſertion, 
* that the ſame Spirit which cut off Ring 
& Charles's Head is ſtill alive, and Very 
« ative among us,” which is exprelly 
 affirmd in the Sermon, and © great 
Fears declar'd that the evil Seeds ſhau'd 
“ grow up again to the fame prodigiatts 
Mickedngſs, and effett. again the ſame 
Miſ chief, which would be ridiculous, 
if you don't ſuppoſe them general, tho, 
like a true verbal Critick, you make dit 
a Matter of great Importance that the 
Word itſelf is not mention'd: If 2h 


Seeds are only ſcatter'd in a few weak 


and empty Heads, if they are fo incgn- 


ſiderable as you are now forc'd to re- 


* V* the Defence, p. 20. 
I V. the Sermon, p. 16, 17, and © 


C 2 preſent 
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preſent them, how came his Lordhip 
to be ſo terrified with all theſe direful 
Apprehenſions of the amn en 
lurion they might. produce * | 
Þ You go on with telling a fra 
Stories of People you have met with 
in [Coffec-Houſes' and other - publick 
Places, who talk very ' indecently and 
very fillily of the Thirtieth of January. 
Why domt you tell us too & Calves- 
Head Clubs, and more ſuch dreadſul 
Relations very proper to frighten old 
Women, and make them fancy that 
Forty-one is coming again? I. never 
read any thing ſo - ridiculous 'as the 
Pamphlet you have quoted to the ſame 
Purpoſe, and dare anſwer for it, that 
the Republican Spirit in all ſuch Works 
as theſe will never do the Nation any 
Harm wherefore I beg you not to be 
ſo violently alarm'd and concern'd about 
them, but let the Authors of them eat 


their Dinner, which is all 842 prope 
in Writing. 


* v. 9 Defence, p. 21. 
"3 V. the Defence, OE. 


a on; | 
L 
Vou ſeem to doubt very much Br 
my Sincerit) in the Deteſtation 1 ex- 
preſs of the Libels againſt the Govern- 
ment: But, Sir, they h know me 
and my real Sentiments, know that I 
have no need to diſemble them, and 
that 1 dare avow them honeſtly, with- 
out either ' Shuffling or Equivecation. 
"However, as you have brought it into 
Queſtion, I repeat | it again, that I have 
always thought there is great Inde- 
cency and Malice in thoſe Writings, 
and that I wiſh, all Patrons. of them 
would conſi der of the . they 
may do. 

Your ObjeRion that 1 — not taken 
any notice of the other Pamphletsthat are 
publiſh'd in great Number againſt Reli- 
gion and the Clergy, is really a very plea. 
fant one. Why pray, Sir, what was it to 
my Purpoſe? Little did I imagine that 1 
ſhou'd ever hear the Clergy call out upon 
theLaity for Aſſiſtance in thoſe Diſputes. 
Let them enjoy their large Poſſeſſions, 
let them even multiply them every 
Day ; but let them labour a little for 


V. the Letter, p. 25. and the Defence, p· 23. 1 
| all 


fp 

al chis, and ot blame us ſor notencrogch- 
upon their Province, and taking up 
the Cudgels 1 in their Defence, when we 
are engag d in Arguments of quite another 
Nature. And I muſt tell you, Sir, * 
that one very weighty Reaſon why 1 
am againſt Clergymen being Miniſters 
ff State 1s, that they may have Leifare 
to carry on ſuch Controverſies which 
are their proper Buſineſs, and not be 
taken off and diſtracted with worldly 
Matters, that ill become their ſpiritual 
Vocation. And ſince you ſeem ro have 
taken fire upon this Occaſion, I will 
conſider a little what you have ſaid, 
the rather becauſe I verily believe you 
ſpeak fincerely in this Point, however I 
* ſuſpect you in others. 

In order to convince me of Divines 
— perſecthy qualified for the Ma- 
nagement of State Affairs, you bid me 
conſult Hiſtory for their Conduct in 
Civil Employments. There is no need 
of looking very far back, as we have a 
late Inſtance of a Biſhop Plenipotentiar 
at the Teaty of Unrrecht, whoſe Condut 


N A ef p. 30. 


oo 


I am 


[rag 
Lam apt to believe you wort be 
proud of. But if I was to go hightes 
What Advantage wou'd it be to you 
to hear of Lad, Wolſey,"" the Car- 
dinal of Mincheſter, and other Divines 
of equal Fame, who prefided in Star- 
Fo 5 and directed our publick 


Councils, to the infinite Prejudice and 
| Scandal of this Nation? 


As for the Practice of, other Govern- 
ments which you honour _ with the 
Name of * = I hope, we © Inhabi- 
tarts. of this little Northern Spot, that 
you treat with fo much Contempt, 
ſhall have the good Senſe not to follow 
their ae becauſe the two great- 
eſt of them all, viz. Spain and France, 
loſt their Liberties under the Miniftry 
of three Prieſts, Ximenes, Richelieu, 
and Magarin. I name theſe. prefer- 
bly to any others, becauſe I know 
they are uſually much boaſted of by 
the Advocates for the Greatneſs of the 
Clergy ; ; and able Men no doubt they 


were, hut the Fruit of their Abilities 
was the Eſtabliſhment of an' abſolute 


* v. the Defence, p. 30. 


* Monarchy 


\ 
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Monarchy, and the Effects of their Pie- 
tj were the Ruin of the Proteſtants in 
Trance,, and the ſetting up the Inquiſi- 
tion in Spain. We therefore think our 
ſelves much oblig'd to our Engliſh Cler· 
gy. for their. Reſolution of contenting 
themſelves with the Exerciſe of © their 

oper Functions; and as long as they do 
ſo, we will“ fend them. in all their 
juſt and legal-Roghts. . _. 

I am now, Sir, to a bet you 
have ſaid * upon the Subject of re- 
ſtraining the Preſs; and I muſt own to 
you, that in this Place, above all o- 
thers, I expected you would explain 
away the Biſhop's Meaning, and uſe eve- 
ry. Artifice of Evaſion rather than join 
ifſue-with me upon a Queſtion of this 
Nature, which as long as the Preſs is 
unreſtrain'd, will never gain any Ad- 
vantage over thoſe who argue on the 
Side of Liberty ; but to my great Sur- 
prize I find you openly avowing it, and 
endeavouring by all the Rhetorick you 
are Maſter of, to ſupport and maintain 
that Propoſition, which is artfully, and 
with Caution recommended in the Ser- 
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mon itſelf, You. have taken care tb 
aſſure us once or twice +, that you 
4 know the Biſhop's Sentiments, and 
therefore I muſt ſuppoſe you have his 
Authority for what you advance; o 
therwiſe I ſhould have ſome Difficulty 
to believe that a Man whom you al- 
ways ſpeak of in your Vindication as 
a zealous Whig, could be capable of 
arguing in ſuch a Manner. Are theſe 
Whiggiſh Principles, or are all Biſhops 
ſuch Whigs as theſe ? No, Sir; I muſt 
be ſo juſt to the Reverend Bench, to 
ſay that there is one amongſt others the 
Friend of human Nature, the Ad vocate 
for the Intereſts of Mankind, who diſ- 
claims ſuch ſervile Notions, and has 
writ ſo handſomely for this very Queſ- 
tion of the Liberty of the Preſs, as to 
make it almoſt impertinent for me to 
ſpeak upon it: But indeed it has been 
the Fate of this worthy Perſon to be con- 
ſtantly oppos'd in his Sentiments by the 
Aathor of the Sermon before us. 

If there be any thing new in what 
you urge for laying a Reſtraint upon 
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the” © Preſs,* it is, that by the frequent 
Seſſions of Parliament ever ſince the Revo- 
lution; whatever is of Conſequence to the 
Nation may be ſettled in thoſe Aſſem- 
blies, and therefore a Liberty of appeal- 
ing to the Publick in Print is become 
unneceſſary. As perfectly acquainted as 
you ſay you are with the Biſhop's No- 
tions, I can hardly think but that if 
you had conſulted him, he would have 
remember'd that he had formerly ſeen 
a Pamphlet call'd the Barrier Treaty 
vindicated, Which very juſtly appealed 
to the Publick for the Merits of a Ne- 
gotiation lying under the inſtant Cen- 
fare of Parliament. Did he then think 
that © thoſe Aſſemblies were ſuch Checks 
upon wrong Meaſures and falſe Steps, 
as that the Liberties of the People were 
in full Security, and no Man wanted the 
* Liberty of the Preſs to ſhew himſelf a 
Patriot? 
But, fay you +, © notwithſtanding any . 
6 Reſtraint, there will be always Men 
bold enough to write, when there is a 
© real Occaſion for it, let it be ever ſo 
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« langerous ;? and therefore, to put their 
Courage to the Proof, you are for 
bringing the Danger upon them. Truly, 
Sir, they are extreamly obliged to you, 
and there is a great deal of Reaſon in 
what you propoſe. An honeſt Man 
will rather venture Hanging than neg- 

lect his Duty to his Country, therefore 
make it a Hanging-Matter for him to 
perform that Duty. 
If this be the Way that the Clergy 
encourage Virtue, I am afraid the 

World will not be much the better by 
their Endeavours. This is ſetting be- 
fore us a Crown of Martyrdom, with re- 
gard to our Civil Principles as well as 
our Religious; and I ask his Lordſhip, 
if he liv'd in a Popiſh Country, where, 
upon publiſhing any Proteſtant Opinions, 
his Book and his Reverend Perſon wou'd 
both be burnt, whether he would chuſe 
ſuch a Trial of his Strength, and ſuch a 
Reward of his Reſolution ? But as I 
recollet that he has declar'd himſelf. 
* one of thoſe that are not given to change, 
but rather quietly to take Things as they 

find them, I ſuppoſe that neither he nor 
bis Book would be there in any Danger. 

I ſhall 
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I ſhall finiſh this Argument with re». 
peating what I faid in my Letter, that, 
I am firmly perſuaded the preſent Mi- 
niſtry will never be ſo tranſported with 
Reſentment, or ſo forgetful of what 
they owe to their own Characters, as 
to attempt to deprive this Nation of a 
Darling Privilege which it is their 
Glory to have contended for all their 
Lives. Not all the Art and Malice 
of their Enemies in the daily Libels 
wrote againſt them, will ever be able 
to do them half the Hurt as would 
this one Deſign, if it was purſu d; 
which I dare be confident it never 
will. 
You tell me with an ad Air of 
Triumph, that * © the Biſhop has the 
Sariofaltitn to find that his Sermon has not 
been generally ill received. Who they are 
that approve of it I don't know, but I 
believe I want no Teſtimony of ſome 
being diſpleaſed with it, whoſe Appro- 
bation he was moſt deſirous to obtain: 
And I am much at a loſs how to account 
for any Members of Society being pleas'd 
with ſuch a Work, unleſs 1 ſhou'd ſup- 
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poſe that they have an Intereſt di inũ 
from the reſt of Mankind, and are glad 
to ſee thet Promoted at any Price. 
And now Sir, that I have faid the little 
I had to offer, L take my leave of you, 
and of the Biſhop: Though I never in- 
tended to have writ a ſecond Letter, 
yet your Defence appeared to me ſo Ex- 
traordinary, that I cou'd not reſiſt the 
Temptation of Appealing to the World 
once more which of us is in the right. 
I am convinced that my Cauſe is an 
honeſt one, and ſhou'd it be found that 
I have not done Juſtice to it, the Biſhop 
may depend upon it that abler Hands 
will not be wanting, which will be ſure - 
to Entertain his Lordſhip to his full Con- 
tent, and give him ample Sati faction. 
To conclude : Though you may think 
from my Preſumption in this Diſpute, 
that I have not all the Reſpect I ought 
to have for great Authorities, yet I will 
venture in return to your * Quotation 
from Biſhop Fleetwood, to recommend to 
your Peruſal a late Sermon preach'd be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons, on the ſame 
Day as his Lordihip's was, in which you 
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wilkfind © the Daty, Honour, and Obedi- 
ence, due from Subjects to their Prince as 
ſtrongly enforced as they ever ought to 
be, and the © Liberties of the People aſ- 
ſerted within their proper and legal 
Bounds. | 
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IT am Sir, 


Tour moſt Obedient, 


P. C. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


H E Author of the Defence bar 
ing obliged the World with ſome 
Extracts from other Writers at the end 
of his Book, I am willing to furniſh 
him with one more very much to his Pur- 
poſe from the ſecond Volume of Barnet's 
Hiſtory of the Reformation, being Part 
of a Paper offered to Queen Elizabeth, 
concerning the inferior Clergy's being 
brought into the Houſe of Commons, 
and afterwards preſented to King James, 
correQed by Biſhop Ravis : The Peice 
is intitled © Reaſons to induce her Ma- 
« jeſty that Deans, Arch-Deacons, and 
«© ſome other of her Grave and Wiſe 
&« Clergy, may be admitted into the lower 
« Houſe of Parliament”; and towards 
the Concluſion are theſe remarkable 
Paragraphs : 
© If hereafter God in Juſtice ſhould 
&« plague us for our Sins, by taking a- 
« way the Joy of our Hearts, yet how 
- & greatly wou'd it tend to his Glory, 
the good of this Land, and the Ho- 


“ nour of her bleſſed Memory, 5 « 
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- ſhall leaf her Majeſty to leave a 
© Portiva of che Clergy inteteſted in 
© that Houſe, where they may ſtand 


4 for the Godly Government eftabliſh'd 
in her Days-againft all Innovation of 
 ® Popery or Puritaniſm ? 
In the mean time (hich God in 
Mercy grant may be for many Gene- 
4 rations) her Majeſty ſhall be ſare of a 
« Number more in that Aſſembly, that 
© ever will be moft ready to maintain 
ber Prerogatfve, and to enatt whatſo- 
* ever may make moſt for her High- 
<« neſs's Safety and Contentment, as the 
« Men that next under God's  Good- 
« neſs do moſt depend upon her Princely 
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